
 

 

Working Scientifically Skills Progression 

1. The tables below outline the progression in Working Scientifically Skills across 

the primary curriculum. These are set by key stage, but can be evidenced in both 

years of each stage. 

2. Across the top of each table are the working scientifically skills. Down the sides 

of each table are the enquiry skills.  

3. It is really important that we ensure we plan opportunities for the children to 

undertake different types of scientific enquiry and that they understand the type 

of enquiry they are doing. They will develop their working scientifically skills 

through answering different types of enquiry. If you would like to find out more 

about the different enquiry types, take a look through the 2 powerpoints also 

saved in this folder.  

4. Finally, a note about Predictions. In science, a prediction in science must include 

the use of scientific language. In KS1 children are not required to make 

predictions. However, encouraging them to consider ‘what they think will 

happen,’ is still a good skill to develop but we should not confuse the terms. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


